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RIGHT PRIORITIES: ON U.S. COVID-19 AID TO INDIA 
Even as it waits for help from the U.S., India must accelerate its vaccination programme 

 In a phone call with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday, U.S. President Joe Biden said that his 
government would quickly deploy a number of COVID-19-related supplies to help India battle its current crisis 
with the pandemic. The move comes after what many saw as a delay in the U.S.’s response to the situation. 
After a few days, where the Biden administration seemed to dither, making the point that protecting 
Americans first was in the world’s interest, it appears to have amended its stand, in some part due to 
pressure from U.S. Congressmen, business chambers and academics. Over the weekend, senior U.S. officials 
reached out to India and made public comments expressing concern and sympathy for the people affected as 
India sees over 3 lakh new cases a day and a record number of deaths. In the short term, what India needs 
from abroad is two-fold: medicines and oxygen-management devices, including containers, concentrators 
and generators. It is heartening that more than a dozen countries, including the U.S., have promised to supply 
these within a week, and some of those supplies have already begun to arrive. In addition to the U.S. 
government’s supplies, the U.S. private sector has also mobilised aid for various COVID-19 resources in India. 
In the longer term, New Delhi wants Washington to consider a shift in its long-held state policies for the 
duration of the pandemic, which may be a more difficult proposition as it includes setting aside patent rights 
for pharmaceuticals produced in the U.S. and supporting the India-South Africa petition at the World Trade 
Organization for waiving all TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) so vaccines can be 
manufactured generically for the next few years. The U.S. should consider its assistance to India both in light 
of their relationship and of the fact that as a key global supplier of pharmaceuticals and vaccines, India’s 
faltering steps in the fight against COVID-19 will impact the world. 
 There is no denying that the perceived delay in the U.S.’s response to the crisis in India, which is not 
just a bilateral strategic partner but key to the U.S.’s Indo-Pacific strategy as a member of the Quad, has 
caused some disappointment in South Block. However, it is unlikely that this will seriously impact the 
partnership, nor should such matters affect the broader relationship. There is also a kernel of truth in the 
U.S.’s earlier assertion that the American government has a “special responsibility” to American citizens first 
and addressing their COVID-19 needs was also in the world’s interests. Instead of chiding the U.S. for its 
delay, New Delhi would do well to learn from this prioritisation, and complete its vaccination programme for 
all Indians, even as it uses all its resources and those received from the U.S. and other countries to rescue the 
nation from the current ravages of the pandemic. 
 
 aid (noun) – support, help, assistance. 
 accelerate (verb) – expedite, step up, speed up. 
 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; 
immunization. 

 deploy (verb) – bring into action/service, have 
recourse to, call on, employ. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 
new disease; The illness spreads around the 
world and typically affects a large number of 
people across a wide area. 

 dither (verb) – be indecisive, be unsure, be 
undecided, hesitate. 

 make a point (phrase) – to deliberately make an 
effort to do something, put emphasis on 
something, to give one’s attention to do 
something. 

 interest (noun) – advantage, benefit. 
 stand (noun) – standpoint, point of view, opinion, 

perspective/thinking. 
 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on 

account of, as a result of. 

 congressman (noun) – a member of the US 
Congress, especially of the House of 
Representatives. 

 Congress (noun) – legislative assembly, 
parliament; The United States Congress is the 
bicameral (two chambers) legislature of the 
federal government of the United States, and it 
consists of two chambers: the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. 

 business chamber (noun) – an 
organization/association of business people. 

 academic (noun) – scholar, educator, professor, 
fellow (in an institute of higher education). 

 reach out (phrasal verb) – contact someone to 
obtain/offer help/assistance/cooperation. 

 make public (phrase) – announce, communicate, 
make known, disseminate. 

 concern (noun) – sympathy, thought, regard, 
caringness, consideration. 

 in the short term (phrase) – in the near future. 
 two-fold (adjective) – having two parts/elements. 
 heartening (adjective) – encouraging, comforting, 

heartwarming, gratifying. 
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 mobilise (verb) – bring (resources) into use for a 
particular purpose/cause. 

 in the long term (phrase) – over a long period of 
time; in the future. 

 shift (noun) – a slight change, adjustment, 
modification, amendment. 

 long-held (adjective) – deep-rooted, well-
established, traditional, fixed. 

 proposition (noun) – theory, concept, premise, 
idea, assumption. 

 set aside (phrasal verb) – ignore, forget, shrug 
off, disregard, put aside. 

 pharmaceuticals (noun) – preparation, 
dispensing, and effective utilization of the 
medicinal drugs. 

 World Trade Organization (WTO) (noun) – an 
intergovernmental organization that is concerned 
with the regulation of international trade 
between nations. 

 waive (verb) – drop, disregard, ignore, set aside, 
forgo. 

 Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) (noun) – the 
WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) is the most 
comprehensive multilateral agreement on 
intellectual property (IP). It plays a central role in 
facilitating trade in knowledge and creativity, in 
resolving trade disputes over IP, and in assuring 
WTO members the latitude to achieve their 
domestic policy objectives. It frames the IP 
system in terms of innovation, technology 
transfer and public welfare. The Agreement is a 
legal recognition of the significance of links 
between IP and trade and the need for a 
balanced IP system. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 
improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 generically (adverb) – unbrandedly, 
untrademarkedly.  

 generic-drugs (noun) – unbranded drugs; copies 
of brand-name drugs that contain the same 
chemical substance as a drug that was originally 
protected by chemical patents. 

 in light of (phrase) – considering, taking into 
account, keeping in mind. 

 the fact that (phrase) – used to refer to a 
particular (present/existing) situation. 

 faltering (adjective) – delaying, uncertain, 
unsteady/weak, precarious, irresolute, hesitant. 

 there is no denying (phrase) – it is undoubtedly 
true. 

 perceived (adjective) – understandable, 
recognisable, noticeable, distinguishable, 
observable. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 
countries. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-
term or overall goals. 

 The Indo-Pacific (region) (noun) – the Indo-
Pacific region refers to the confluence 
(convergence) of the Pacific and Indian Oceans, 
which interconnect in Southeast Asia (Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Philippines, Malaysia, 
Singapore, and more). 

 strategy (noun) – plan of action (in order to 
achieve a more expansive set of political, 
economic, and security interests). 

 Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The ‘Quadrilateral’ 
is described as four democracies (the United 
States, Japan, Australia and India) with a shared 
objective to ensure and support a “free, open and 
prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. 

 South & North Block (noun) – South Block is a 
metonym of the Prime Minister’s Office. North 
Block is a metonym of the Ministry of Finance, 
India. (The Secretariat Building (consists North & 
South Block) or Central Secretariat is where the 
Cabinet Secretariat is housed, which administers 
the Government of India. The South Block houses 
the Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Defence, 
and the Ministry of External Affairs). The North 
Block primarily houses the Ministry of Finance 
and the Home Ministry). (Metonym is used as an 
alternative for something else with which it is 
closely related/associated). 

 unlikely (adjective) – improbable, not likely, 
doubtful, dubious, unexpected. 

 kernel (noun) – essential part, fundamental part, 
basic part of something, crux, nucleus. 

 kernel of truth (phrase) – a small part that is true; 
A core accuracy at the heart of a claim/narrative 
which also contains dubious elements. 

 assertion (noun) – declaration, statement, 
announcement, pronouncement. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try 
to sort out. 

 chide (verb) – scold, reprimand, criticize, reprove. 
 prioritisation (noun) – the activity that arranges 

items or activities in order of importance relative 
to each other. 

 rescue (verb) – save. 
 ravage (noun) – destruction, damage, 

devastation, ruin, havoc. 
************************************************************************************ 

TRUE NAME: ON ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
Turkey should not live in denial of the atrocities committed against Armenians 
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 U.S. President Joe Biden has fulfilled a long-pending American promise by recognising the mass 
killings of Armenians by the Ottoman Turks in 1915-16 as “an act of genocide”, but the move has clearly 
infuriated Turkey, a NATO ally. In 2019, both Houses of the U.S. Congress passed resolutions calling the 
slaughter by its true name, but former President Donald Trump, like his predecessors, stopped short of a 
formal recognition of the genocide, mainly because of Turkish opposition. Ankara has challenged the 
“scholarly and legal” basis of Mr. Biden’s announcement and warned that it will “open a deep wound”. Up to 
1.5 million Armenians were estimated to have been killed during the course of the First World War by the 
Ottoman Turks. When the Ottoman Empire suffered a humiliating defeat in the Caucasus in 1915 at the 
hands of the Russians, the Turks blamed the Armenians living on the fringes of the crumbling empire for the 
setback. Accusing them of treachery, the Ottoman government unleashed militias on Armenian villages. 
Armenian soldiers, public intellectuals and writers were executed and hundreds of thousands of Armenians, 
including children, were forcibly moved from their houses in eastern Anatolia (modern-day Turkey) to the 
Syrian desert. Many died during this exodus and many others, after reaching the concentration camps in the 
deserts. Turkey has acknowledged that atrocities were committed against Armenians, but is opposed to 
calling it a genocide, which it considers as an attempt to insult the Turks. 
 Mr. Biden’s move comes at a time when the relationship between the U.S. and Turkey has been in 
steady decline. In 2016, Ankara accused the U.S.-based Turkish Islamic preacher Fethullah Gülen of being the 
mastermind of a failed coup, and asked the U.S. government to extradite him, a demand Washington paid no 
attention to. Turkey’s decision to buy the S-400 missile defence system from Russia, despite strong 
opposition from the U.S., prompted American leaders to oust Turkey from the F-35 fighter jet training 
programme and impose sanctions on their ally. When Mr. Biden assumed office, Turkish President Reccep 
Tayyip Erdogan had sent feelers for a reset, saying Turkey needed help from the West to resolve the Syrian 
crisis. But Mr. Biden’s move on the Armenian killings appears to have widened the cracks. For Turkey, this 
overreaction to anyone calling the Armenian massacre a genocide is not doing any good in foreign policy. 
Instead of being defensive about the crimes of the Ottoman empire, the modern Turkish republic should 
demonstrate the moral courage to disown the atrocities. It shouldn’t allow the past to ruin its present 
interests. 
 
 genocide (noun) – mass murder, massacre, ethnic 

cleansing, mass slaughter. 
 live in denial (phrase) – have a mental state 

where you do not accept/acknowledge 
something. 

 atrocity (noun) – act of barbarity/brutality, 
cruelty, inhumanity. 

 fulfil a promise (phrase) – you do what you said 
you would do. 

 Ottoman Empire (noun) – The Ottoman Empire 
(1301-1922) was one of the largest and longest, 
lasting Empires in history. It was an empire 
inspired and sustained by Islam, and Islamic 
institutions. It was an Islamic kingdom centered 
in Turkey. 

 infuriate (verb) – anger/enrage, irk, 
irritate/annoy. 

 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
(noun) – NATO was created in 1949 by the United 
States, Canada, and several Western European 
nations to provide collective security against the 
Soviet Union. 

 ally (noun) – a country that has strategic 
partnership with another country. 

 strategic partnership (noun) – it is a long-term 
interaction between two countries based on 
political, economic, social and historical factors 

(Courtesy: IDSA (Institute for Defence Studies and 
Analyses)). 

 Congress (noun) – legislative assembly, 
parliament; The United States Congress is the 
bicameral (two chambers) legislature of the 
federal government of the United States, and 
consists of two chambers: the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. 

 resolution (noun) – settlement, compromise; 
ruling, verdict, decision, declaration, decree. 

 slaughter (noun) – massacre, carnage, bloodshed, 
genocide, ethnic cleansing. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the post; 
forerunner, precursor. 

 stop short of (phrase) – balk at, shy away from, 
recoil from, draw back from. (“balk at” means “be 
unwilling to, be reluctant to, refuse to (do/accept 
something, because it is difficult, threatening, 
unpleasant, etc.”). 

 recognition (noun) – acknowledgement, 
acceptance, realization.  

 scholarly (adjective) – thorough, detailed, well 
researched, studious. 

 open a wound (phrase) – to remind someone of a 
painful, tragic, or unfortunate past 
event/situation. 

 course (noun) – period. 
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 humiliating (adjective) – embarrassing, 
discomfiting, disconcerting, humbling. 

 Caucasus (noun) – a mountainous region (of 
south-eastern Europe and south-western Asia) 
between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea and 
mainly occupied by Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
and parts of Southern Russia. 

 at the hands of (phrase) – (suffer, get hurt & be 
treated badly) as a consequence of someone’s 
actions. 

 fringe (noun) – outer limits, borders, bounds, 
outskirts. 

 crumbling (adjective) – collapsing, breaking 
down, falling apart, decaying, disintegrating. 

 setback (noun) – problem, difficulty, issue. 
 treachery (noun) – disloyalty, betrayal,duplicity, 

double-dealing. 
 unleash (verb) – let loose, release, let something 

go uncontrollably. 
 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, 

soldiery (from the civil population to support 
main forces). 

 intellectual (noun) – academic, scholar, learned 
person, pandit. 

 execute (verb) – kill, put to death. 
 exodus (noun) – mass departure, evacuation, 

leaving/exit. 
 concentration camp (noun) – a place where 

people are concentrated and imprisoned without 
trial. They are a way for modern states to 
segregate groups of civilians by placing them in a 
closed or isolated location via special rules that 
are distinct from a country’s main system of 
rights and punishments. The term “concentration 
camp” is often reserved for the locations of the 
most serious human rights abuses. 

 acknowledge (verb) – admit, accept, realize. 
 opposed to (adjective) – against. 
 mastermind (noun) – initiator, planner. 
 coup (noun) – a sudden and violent regime 

change, seizure of power, (illegal) takeover of 
power. 

 extradite (verb) – to surrender a fugitive (a 
person who has escaped from being 
confined/accused of crime) from one (country’s) 
jurisdiction to another by mutual agreements 
between the two countries; hand over, deport, 
banish/expel. 

 pay attention (phrase) – heed, attend, be 
attentive, concentrate on. 

 S-400 (Triumf) missile defence system (noun) – 
Developed by Russia, the S-400 (Triumph/Triumf) 
air defence system integrates a multifunction 
radar, autonomous detection and targeting 
systems, anti-aircraft missile systems, launchers, 
and command and control centre. It is capable of 

firing three types of missiles to create a layered 
defence. The S-400 is capable of destroying 
incoming hostile aircraft, missiles and even 
drones within a range of up to 400 km. It has a 
tracking capability of nearly 600 km. 

 prompt (verb) – induce, trigger, spark off, 
encourage. 

 oust (verb) – remove, dislodge, overthrow. 
 F-35 fighter jet (noun) – an American family of 

single-seat, single-engine, all-weather stealth 
multirole combat aircraft that is intended to 
perform both air superiority and strike missions. 
It is also able to provide electronic warfare and 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
capabilities. The F-35 is optimized to be a 
multirole fighter, with the ability to perform air-
to-air, air-to-ground and intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance (ISR) missions. 

 impose (verb) – force, thrust, inflict (an 
unwelcome decision). 

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given 
to force a country to obey international laws by 
limiting or stopping trade with that country, by 
not allowing economic aid for that country, etc 
(Courtesy: VOA Learning English). 

 feeler (noun) – tentative proposal, tentative 
suggestion. 

 reset (noun) – re-establishment of friendly 
relationship between (two) conflicting countries. 

 crack (noun) – rift, split, gap; quarrel, squabble, 
disagreement, difference of opinion. 

 overreaction (noun) – exaggeration, overplaying, 
overstatement, overemphasis. 

 defensive (adjective) – self-justifying, 
oversensitive, thin-skinned, easily offended. 

 republic (noun) – a group of people involved in a 
particular activity with certain equality; “The 
Republic” is a form of government in which a 
state (country) is ruled by elected representatives 
of the people (citizen body). 

 demonstrate (verb) – show, indicate, confirm. 
 moral courage (noun) – good conscience, 

honesty, moral virtue/rectitude, morality. 
 disown (verb) – reject, abandon, repudiate, 

renounce. 
 ruin (verb) – spoil, destroy, damage. 
 interest (noun) – advantage, benefit. 
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